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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  March 2018 

Students in grades 3 and 4 will take the Smarter Balance Assess-
ment (SBAC) beginning in April.  The testing window for both 
grades is April 22-May 10.  The SBAC measures student achieve-
ment in the areas of Reading and Math.  It is a rigorous test with 
challenging items.  It is very important that all of our students are 
able to work to the best of their abilities, therefore, as we get clos-
er to the SBAC testing window we will remind you.  One thing we 
do know is that a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast im-
prove scores!      

 

The results from the SBAC help us know what we are doing well 
and what areas of instruction we need to strengthen.  Last year 
we received the results in August.  Families will receive student 
scores through the mail during August.  

 

Report card conferences will be held on Wednesday, March 6, 
Thursday, March 7 and Friday, March 8.  Classroom teachers 
should already have contacted you to schedule your conference.  
Each report card conference day is a 1:17 dismissal day.  Lunch 
will be served.   

 

The report card conference is an important opportunity for you 
and your child’s teacher to work together to support your child’s 
academic and social success over the last third of the school year.  
Waddell classroom teachers keep you informed throughout the 
school year, through the Blackboard App, regular email or face to 
face meetings about your child’s academic, social and behavioral 
progress.   

 

 

 

 

Stuart Wolf                   Aisha Florez             

Principal                       Assistant Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Read 

Across 

America 

Day! 

2 

3 4 

 

Munson’s 

Orders 

Due 

5 6 

 

Early  

Dismissal  

@1:17 

PTA ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL 6-8pm 

7 

 

Science Fair 

5:30-7:00 

8 

 

Early  

Dismissal  

@1:17 

9 

10 11 12 13 

Science Fair 

5:30-7:00 

Dandeneau 

Lunch Bunch 

11:00 

14 15 
Tafuto Lunch 

Bunch 11:00 

16 

17 18 19 

(Science Fair 

Snow Date 

5:30-7:00) 

20 

Early  

Dismissal  

@1:17 

21 
Down Syndrome 

Awareness– Rock 

your socks! 

2nd Grade Field 

Trip-WHCM 

22 
Casey Lunch 

Bunch 11:00 

23 

24 25 26 27 
PTA Meeting 

6:30 

Doherty Lunch 

Bunch 11:00 

28 
HSO  Perfor-

mance (K,1,2) 

29 
Dandeneau/

Doherty Lunch 

Bunch 11:00 

30 

31       

Scholastic Book Fair—See Library News 
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

The kindergarten students are continuing to have fun reading fiction and non-fiction texts during shared read-

ing, read alouds and guided reading.  During those reading opportunities the students are learning to apply 

many reading strategies, such as sounding words out, looking at the picture, and looking for repetitive lan-

guage.  The students are also learning before, during and after comprehension skills, such as making predic-

tions, retelling events and determining the author’s message and purpose.  

Please help us enforce these comprehension strategies at home, both when you read to your child and when 

he/she reads aloud. Ask them who the characters are, where the setting is, what the problem and solution 

were, and retell the events in the story.  Ask them what the character is like (funny, caring, mean) and WHY 

they think that. 

Is your child able to make “connections” to their reading? For example, when they are done reading, do they 

say “This book reminds me of … another book we read or a time when we did the same thing as the charac-

ters!” 

During Reader’s Workshop, kindergarten students are learning about what an avid reader looks like.  An avid 

reader is one who reads a lot, reads everywhere, asks themselves questions while reading and thinks about 

their reading.  The books sent home in the “home reading bags”  should be read every night to help students 

develop into an avid reader. 

During writer’s workshop, children are continuing to write “How to” stories.  Students are learning how to 

write across pages using the steps and transition words such as first, next, then, last, etc.  Kindergarten stu-

dents are also using checklists to check their work before starting to write a new book. 

Please continue to practice reading the 44 sight words.  If your child can read all 40, have he/she write them 

correctly or use them in a sentence. 

 

Math                          

Students have been taught many addition and subtraction rules.  For example, when you add zero to a num-

ber, that number stays the same.  When you subtract zero from a number, that number also remains the 

same.  When you add one to a number, the number becomes one greater.  When you subtract one from a 

number, the number becomes one less.  When you subtract the same number that you started with, your an-

swer will be zero.   

We will continue to practice addition and subtraction throughout the school year. By the end of the year, your 

child should be able to fluently add/subtract within five (without using their 

fingers or manipulatives).  There are 21 addition facts and 21 subtraction 

facts that your child should be practicing daily so they are fluent by the 

end of the school year.   

Please have your child practice adding and subtracting at home with the 

addition and subtraction fact flashcards as well as asking them questions:  

You can have them count out four toys and 1 toy.  How many toys do you 

have all together?  Now, take 3 toys away.  How many are left?   

Write a math sentence on paper. (3+2=) or (5-3=).  Can your child solve it 

independently by either drawing a picture, using fingers, or using manipu-

latives? 
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
 PTA Meetings-  March 27th  6:30 – 7:15pm 

 Book Fair (held in the library)  March 4th-8th   

 Parent-Teacher Conferences  March 6, 7, 8 

 Half Day-Early Release:  March 6, 7, 8 for parent/teacher confer-
ences 

 March 20:  ½ day for Professional Development                                                          

 Reminders 

- Please empty your child’s backpack and/or Home-School Folder daily. 

-Please send in an extra set of clothes for your child. If your child is sent home with clothes, please 
send in a new outfit the next day. (Please keep in mind that we are still in the cold winter season). 

Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces, put on gloves and to put on and zip his/her 
winter jacket 

* ’Tis the season for stuffy and runny noses- Boxes of Tissues are always a welcome donation, but NOT 
mandatory. Thank you!! 

First Grade:   

 

March certainly got here quickly with the snow day and late openings in February!  

 

In Reader's Workshop, we are working on learning about characters and learning lessons in books we read. 

Studying characters helps us to understand the deeper messages and why the author wrote the book, thinking 

beyond the text.  In phonics, we are decoding and spelling words with long vowels and endings (ed,es,s). 

 

In Writer’s Workshop, we will begin to write opinion pieces, as a way to convince readers of our  point of 

view with supporting details.  We will start this unit with judging a collection of our own. An example of this 

might be toy cars, stuffed animals or rock collections. 

 

In Math Workshop, we will continue to work on different strategies to solve addition and subtraction word 

problems. This includes solving the missing addends, true/false equations, and adding three numbers in an 

equation. Discussions will take place regarding place value and understanding how to make ten, and use this 

as a strategy to solve equations quickly. We will also continue to work on fact fluency - adding and subtract-

ing numbers 0-10 quickly. 

 

In “Social Thinking”, students are learning how to make “Smart Guesses” when working in groups. We need 

to use what we know, what we see, and how others are reacting, to make smart guesses about what we should 

do next. This connects closely with our unit on following “The Group Plan”. 

 

We are looking forward to meeting with you very soon at parent conferences! 
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Second Grade:  

Reading: 

In Reading, students are becoming Series Book Readers.  Students are  becoming experts on 

book series by collecting lots of information about the main characters.  They also are learn-

ing that Series Book Readers pay attention to how characters respond to problems. Further-

more, after reading more than one book in a series readers will notice things about the char-

acter that are the same in book after book.  Please ask your child what book series they enjoy 

reading.   

Writing: 

In Writing, students are working on a Poetry Unit.  Students are dis-

covering how to write poetry by looking at things with their hearts and 

minds. They are also analyzing poems by looking at how poets see 

things from different angles or think about what things resemble.  Fi-

nally, students also are thinking carefully about the words that they 

choose for their poems by searching for precisely the right words to 

match what they are trying to say. 

Math: 

In Math, we are working on "Strategies to Add and Subtract within 1000”. This unit is de-

signed to help students with place value to 1,000. Students are representing numbers to 

1,000 in different ways such as word form (eight hundred and fifty-six), expanded form (800 + 

50 + 6), and standard  form (856). Students are also counting groups of tens and hundreds. 

They practice adding and subtracting in multiples of ten and one hundred using various math 

tools and math strategies such as place value blocks, models, open number lines, and partial 

sums. Students are also solving problems with money 

that require them to add and subtract by five, ten and 

twenty-five.  
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Third Grade: 
Writing 
Persuasive Writing 

The fun in writing continues as we move on to the persuasive writing unit, called Changing the World. 
Your child will have the opportunity to: 
 “Flash write” a speech about something they are passionate about. 
 Discuss problems that exist in their “third-grade world” and brainstorm possible solutions to these prob-

lems. 
 Write in a way that will get their audience to pay attention to people, places, and ideas that they may not 

have noticed before, or seen as an issue. 
 State bold opinions and back them up with expert testimony, statistics, and anecdotal evidence. 
 
Don’t be surprised if your third grader has some strong, persuasive arguments trying to get you to set a later 
bedtime or give better dessert options at dinner. Don’t worry, it is all part of their learning during writing time 
at school! 
 
Reading 
Character Studies 

In reading, we are learning the structure that all stories follow. We are spotlighting how the study of 
character brings readers on a journey similar to the one that characters go on in books. After getting to know 
the main character in the beginning of the story, readers are invited to begin making judgements based on a 
character’s thoughts, words, and actions. In turn, this helps the reader orient themselves in the story and 
even predict what will happen next. 

Your third grade scholar will also learn the shape of a story and follow the main character along the 
story mountain.This will illustrate that most stories follow a template where the characters are introduced and 
placed within the setting before the problem is introduced. Next, the scholar learns how the problem causes 
a rise in action, tension, or even suspense! Finally, the peak of the story’s mountain is where the big problem 
gets resolved and characters change. Here is where we learn about humanity and get to know our charac-
ter’s below the surface motivations, hopes, and beliefs. Be sure to help us bring these concepts alive by talk-
ing about the structure of the story while reading, writing, or even watching movies! 
 
Math 
Fractions 

In Math, we have begun our Fractions Unit. The students began learning about the parts of a fraction 
(numerator and denominator), and learned that a unit fraction makes up one part of the whole.  Students got 
the opportunity to use fraction strips, rectangles, circles, and squares to divide regions into equal parts, as 
well as representing regions as fractions. We also learned that the total number of parts makes up the whole, 
and we can represent it as a Fraction! ( 4 pieces of ¼= 4/4= 1 whole) 
   We have also been extensively working on representing a fraction as less than and greater than 1 on num-
ber lines! We use our learning of fractions and regions to connect this to the number line. We will end this 
unit with  measuring length, and representing that length on a line plot. 
 
Social Thinking: 
    Our Social Thinking Curriculum has us focused on one particular Un-
thinkable: Rock Brain. He is the Unthinkable that invades our brains, and 
makes us think in only one way, although others are suggesting other 
ways. Students can relate to when Rock Brain gets in their heads. 
We focus on ways to overcome Rock Brain by: 

 Getting our brains to be flexible by looking at things in more than 
one way. 

 Listening to scenarios where Rock Brain has invaded a person’s 
brain, and discussing how to defeat him by thinking flexibly. 

 Learning strategies so that when we are stuck on an idea, how 
we can change our thinking to be more open minded. 
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Fourth Grade: 
Dear Families, 
 
Despite the fact that February is a short month, we were very productive!  In Math, we con-
tinued with our fraction unit and can now create equivalent fractions by multiplying and di-
viding, compare fractions with unlike denominators, as well as add and subtract fractions 
with common denominators. Ask your child about improper fractions and mixed numbers! 
While we are working with fractions their basic facts are still very important to keep up with. 
Please continue practicing the basic facts at home. You can even challenge your children by 
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing with multiple digits.  
 
 
 
 
 
In Reading, we have been studying how to read history. We have spent some time building 
our background knowledge on the subject and now students are becoming experts on a sub-
topic. Ask your child what information they can tell you about their topic! Reading nonfiction 
can be challenging, but our fourth graders have been tackling these challenges and using 
strategies to make meaning of a variety of texts.  Although this unit’s focus is nonfiction, stu-
dents are encouraged to read genres of their choice during independent reading.  Please 

have students read at home every night!   
 
 
 
 

 In Writing, students are beginning to work on their nonfiction book. The topic they are 
writing about is either related to their historical reading unit or they have chosen to write a 
biography about an important historical figure.  While this unit is focused on informational 
writing, students are given the opportunity to apply various styles of writing to create a book 
of their own! 
 
March will be the second round of parent conferences. Please make sure you get to schedule 
a time to meet with us. We look forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
Fourth Grade Teachers 
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Art News 

January happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

 
Kindergarten: Mrs. Nelson  
‘Tis the season for colds! We talked about how to help prevent the spread of 
germs and what can make us feel better:  rest, medicine, hugs and….soup! 
We made alphabet soup to practicing writing out letters, cutting shapes and 
a painting technique called resist painting. That is where the paint resists the 
oil or wax in the crayon-it’s like magic! 
Kindergarten: Mr. Davies 

Students in Kindergarten are exploring the work of Paul Klee and creating their 
own building by using wooden blocks to trace and build their struc-
ture.  Students are expanding their art exploration by discovering the joy of mix-
ing paint and adding color to their buildings.  
 
First Grade: Mr. Davies 

In the spirit of winter and all things cold, Mr. Davies 
First graders are creating pa-
per penguin sculptures. 
 
First Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

We also created some penguins that started out as flat two-dimensional birds, but 
after painting and adding some personality with ties and bows , our penguins were 
able to stand making them three-dimensional! 
 

Second Grade: Mrs.Nelson 

Second graders became architects and designed their 
own castle just like King Ludwig ll designed his! Did 
you know that the Disney castle was inspired by him 
and his famous castle in Germany? 

And just like in Disney World, students learned how to 
add radiating lines to add some beautiful fireworks to 
the  background. 

 
Second Grade: Mr. Davies Second graders are studying the 
art work of Henri Rousseau, famous for his imaginative 
paintings about the jungle. My 
students 
have 
spent the 
last three 

classes practicing drawing various jungle wildlife and 
they are now ready to begin their final painting.  
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Art News Cont... 

 

Third Grade: Mr. Davies 

 

Mr Davies’ third graders are exploring the art of famous pop artist Romero Britto. Inspired by his style, 
these third graders are learning the basics of proportion when drawing the human face and applying the 
“Britto Style” to their work. 

 
 
 

Third Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

 

Third graders had fun with this quick lesson.  We 
took a peak at artist Vincent van Gogh’s “Starry 
Night” and discussed what was happening in the 
sky. Students noticed that 
the swirly lines added 

movement and mimicked a few of these lines in their paintings of snowmen losing 
their hats, ear muffs and scarves! 
 
Fourth Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Students have been adding some ac-
tion to our work and learning about 
proportion.  Students are just starting 
to sketch some figures showing action 
and will be placing the figures in the 
park.  I can’t wait to see them finished - 
looking good so far. 

Fourth Grade:  Mr. Davies                               
 Fourth Graders are finishing up their mixed 
media bird paintings. Students have been 
studying value and applying what they have 
learned through paint and collage. 

  

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies  
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    Music News 

The month of February was focused on continued rhythmic pattern practice as well as various 
activities centered around Black History Month. 
 
 Grades K, 1 and 2 continue to work on keeping the beat, echoing patterns, and singing and 

moving to music. 2nd grade students are learning to decode unfamiliar rhythmic patterns. 
 Grades K, 1 and 2 have learned about JAZZ music and musicians. They have also learned 

about the famous Bojangles who was the highest paid black musician during the Great De-
pression. 

Question to ask your child: 

“What kind of dance was BoJangles known for?”  
 
 Grade 3 and 4 students have continued to work on keeping the beat, echoing patterns, creating 

and decoding rhythmic patterns, as well as reading and writing them. 
 Grades 3 and 4 have also been learning about famous black musicians throughout history. They 

have enjoyed learning about Jazz legends such as, Ella Fitzgerald, Charlie Parker and Louis 
Armstrong,. 

Question to ask your child: 
“What does improvise mean?”  

 
 
Some of the books featured in music class this month:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town-wide Chorus: 
4th Grade Town-Wide Chorus rehearsals have begun. Students are working hard for their concert in 
April! 
*Don’t forget about Thursday morning rehearsals at 8:30am in music room 204! 
 
Musically, 

Mrs. Bundy and Mrs. Dickinson 
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March Education Updates 

 

The following are units that we have covered thus far in Physical Education classes: 

 Safety and Routines 

 Cooperatives Unit 

 Tag Games (Chasing, Fleeing, Dodging, and Running with purpose) 

 Soccer Unit 

 Team Building 

 Fitness Unit and Connecticut State Fitness Assessment  

 Stations Unit (Promoting independence and exploratory learning) 

 Basketball Unit  

Future Units that students can look forward to: 

 Volleyball Unit  

 Rockwall Unit (Muscular strength and endurance) 

 Lacrosse Unit 

 Floor Hockey Unit 

 Handball Unit 

 Scooter Unit 

Please remind all of our students to wear or bring sneakers on P.E. days!!  
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STEM News 

Science Fair 

The Waddell Science Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, March 13th. We have 
received most of the planning packets, but if  your child has not returned 
theirs then please send it in as soon as possible. Remember that project topics 
must be approved by the STEM Specialists. 

Work should be documented in an in-
vention log, laboratory report (fair test/

experiment) or research report (model). Please contact your STEM Spe-
cialist if your child needs additional help or if you would like advice on 
how to coach them. When they have finished their project, contact 
your STEM specialist to get a trifold poster for their display. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners are studying the weather. They have learned how to be “weather watchers” and look for 
different factors involved in describing the weather. They have learned to draw and discuss what people 
wear in different weather situations, such as if there’s any type of precipitation, if the day is windy and if it’s 
sunny. This unit focuses on extreme weather, so students have discussed and drawn a plan to prepare for a 
bad winter storm. Ask your child: What did they include in their plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Grade 

Students in first grade continue to learn about animal body structures that help them survive. They have in-
vestigated how these structures help animals eat, breathe, handle extreme temperatures, hide from preda-
tors and catch prey. After learning about general features, each student chose one animal to research. As 
they shared what they learned with their classmates, they compared how different structures help their ani-
mal survive in its habitat. Ask your child about: How does a moth hide from predators? 

 

2nd Grade 

Second graders have been conducting investigations to learn how water and wind can change land for-
mations. They created models of plateaus and watched how repeated exposure to water can carve canyons 
through the landscape. Students also observed a model of wind erosion and noticed that the changes to the 
land were very different from the changes from water.  Ask your child: Why do scientists use models? 
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STEM News CONT... 

3rd Grade 

Third grade scientists are learning about the states of matter (solid, liquid and gas) and how those states can 
change through melting, freezing and evaporating. We began the unit by watching a phenomenon of an Alka 
Seltzer tablet in water. Students made predictions on what they thought would happen to the tablet and 
then we observed the experiment. Students learned the tablet became a gas. To further emphasize this, stu-
dents watch the experiment again but in a sealed bag. Ask your child: What happened to the tablet in the 
bag? 

 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists have continued to learn about erosion and have completed a stream table inquiry by 
investigating questions they raised after watching a stream table demonstration. Students then made con-
clusions after testing out their own experiments. Afterwards they made posters and presented to the class. 
This way all students could learn from their classmates.  Ask your child: What did they investigate for the 
stream table experiment? 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings kids the books they want to read. We'll receive a wonderful selection of 
engaging and affordable books for every reading level, and all purchases benefit our school!  

Reading for pleasure inside and 
outside of school has real and 
long-lasting benefits. Please 
come to our book fair and help 
shape your child's reading hab-
its.  

See you at the book fair!   ~Ms. 
Torres 

WADDELL BOOK FAIR 

March 4th-8th 

Special PTA Event on March 6th 
6-8 PM Ice Cream Social & 
Book Fair Open 

Payment Methods Accepted: 

 Cash 

 Credit 

 eWallet 
NO CHECKS WILL BE ACCEPTER 
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